
 
 

 

TASK FORCE ON HEALTH SERVICES FOR INDIVIDUAL WHO ARE DEAF AND HARD OF HEARING 
Member List 

 
CO-CHAIRS 

 
Mark Benton 
Deputy Secretary for Health Services 
NC Department of Health and Human Services 
 
 

David Rosenthal 
Director of Deaf and Hard of Hearings Services 
Division (Retired) 
Minnesota Department of Human Services 

TASK FORCE MEMBERS 
 
Steve Barber 
Trustee 
Hearing Loss Association-NC Chapter 
 
Ashley Benton 
Deaf/Deaf-Blind Services Coordinator 
Division of Services for the Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing 
NC Department of Health and Human Services 
 
Julie Bishop 
President 
Hearing Loss Association-NC Chapter 
 
Suzanne Black, MASA 
Director of Advocacy 
AARP-NC 
 
Representative Hugh Blackwell (R) 
NC House of Representatives 
District 86- Burke 
 
Crystal Bowe, MD 
Family Physician 
CaroMont Family Medicine-Gaston Day 
 
Hank Bowers 
Assistant Director 
Division of Aging and Adult Services 
NC Department of Health and Human Services 
 
 
 

Samuel Clark, CPA 
Vice President of Finance 
North Carolina Health Care Facilities 
Association  
 
Shelly Cristobal, Au.D. 
Audiologist and Owner 
Hearing Health Care Services 
 
Calhoun Cunningham, MD 
Associate Professor of Surgery 
Duke Head and Neck Surgery & Communication 
Sciences 
 
Representative Allison Dahle (D) 
NC House of Representatives 
District 11- Wake 
 
Kathy Dowd, Au.D. 
Executive Director 
Audiology Project 
 
Glenn Field 
Community Development Specialist ll 
Office of Rural Health 
NC Department of Health and Human Services 
 
Erika Ferguson 
Director 
Office of Healthy Opportunities 
NC Department of Health and Human Services 
 
 



 

 

Jennifer Gill, MSW 
Director of Strategic Communications 
LeadingAge North Carolina 
 
Greg Griggs, MPA, CAE 
Executive Vice President 
North Carolina Academy of Family Physicians 
 
Beth Hathaway, OTD 
President 
North Carolina Occupational Therapy 
Association 
 
Sam Hedrick, JD 
Senior Advisor to the Secretary of NC DHHS 
NC Department of Health and Human Services 
 
David Henderson 
CEO 
NC Medical Board 
 
Beth Horner, MS 
Director of Customer Experience and 
Communications 
NC State Health Plan 
NC Department of Treasury  
 
Millicent Kaufman, PhD, MSN 
Clinical Faculty 
Department of Nursing, Beaver College of 
Health Sciences 
Appalachian State University 
 
Bill Lamb 
Executive Director 
Friends of Residents in Long-Term Care 
 
Pam Lloyd-Ogoke 
Chief of Community Integration Services and 
Support 
NC Division of Vocational Rehabilitation 
Services 
NC Department of Health and Human Service 
 
Beth Lovette, MPH 
Acting Director 
Division of Public Health 
NC Department of Health and Human Services 

Jennifer Martin, PT 
Practice Director-at-Large 
NC Physical Therapy Association 
 
Katherine Nichlos, LCSW 
Assistant Director for Policy and Programs 
Division of Mental Health, Developmental 
Disabilities, and Substance Abuse Services 
NC Department of Health and Human Services 
 
Donna Nicholson, MBA, BSN 
VP of Risk Management 
Medical Mutual Insurance Company of North 
Carolina 
 
Robert Nutt, MD, MPH 
Physician  
Developmental & Behavioral Pediatrics of the 
Carolinas 
Atrium Health 
 
Ronda Owen 
Human Services Program Manager 
Division of Health Benefits 
NC Department of Health and Human Services 
 
Eileen Raynor, MD 
Associate Professor of Surgery 
Duke Head and Neck Surgery & Communication  
 
Dave Richard 
Deputy Secretary for NC Medicaid 
NC Department of Health and Human Services 
 
Liz Roberston 
Sign Language Interpreter/Child of Deaf Adults 
 
Maggie Sauer, MHA 
Director 
Office of Rural Health 
NC Department of Health and Human Services 
 
Lawrence Shockey 
Interpreting Services Specialist(retired) 
NC Department of Health and Human Services 
 
 
 



 

 

Vicki Smith 
Executive Director 
Alliance of Disability Advocates 
 
Kathie Smith, BSN 
VP of State Relations, Home and Community 
Based Care 
Association for Home and Hospice Care of NC 
 
Melissa Speck, MA 
Director, Health Policy Office 
Blue Cross Blue Shield NC 
 
Alicia Spencer 
Executive Director 
North Carolina Hands & Voices 
 
Denna Suko, MA 
Director, Specialty Society Management 
Services 
NC Medical Society 
 
Laura Thorpe, Au.D. 
Audiologist  
Avada Hearing 
 
Brad Trotter, MA 
Deaf Services Program Manager 
Division of Mental Health, Developmental 
Disabilities, and Substance Abuse Services 
NC Department of Health and Human Services 

 
Martha Turner- Quest 
Executive Director 
NC Psychological Association 
 
Julia Wacker, MSW, MSPH 
Senior Vice President, Foundation  
North Carolina Healthcare Association 
 
Leza Wainwright 
CEO 
Trillium Health Resources 
 
Tovah Wax, Ph.D. 
Chair 
NC Council for the Deaf and hard of Hearing 
 
Anna Witter-Merithew, M.Ed. 
Sign Language Interpreter and Interpreter 
Educator 
 
Marti Wolf, RN, MPH, PCMH CCE 
Clinical Programs Director 
NC Community Health Center Association  
 
Cornell Wright, MPA 
Executive Director 
Office of Minority Health 
NC Department of Health and Human Services 
 

 
STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 
Corye Dunn, JD 
Director of Public Policy 
Disability Rights NC 
 
Johnnie Sexton, Au.D. 
Founder and Executive Director 
The CARE Project 
 
Glenn Silver, MA 
Planner/Evaluator 
Division of Services for the Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing 
NC Department of Health and Human Services 
 

Lee Williamson, RID:CI 
Communication Access Manager 
Division of Services for the Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing 
NC Department of Health and Human Services 
 
Jan Withers, MA 
Director 
Division of Services for the Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing 
NC Department of Health and Human Services 


