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TASK FORCE ON MENTAL HEALTH AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE
MEMBER LIST

Co-CHAIRS

Senator Angela Bryant
North Carolina General Assembly

Courtney Cantrell, PhD

Director

Division of Mental Health, Developmental
Disabilities and Substance Abuse Services,
North Carolina Department of Health and
Human Services

Representative Josh Dobson
North Carolina General Assembly

John Santopietro, MD, FAPA
Chief Clinical Officer of Behavioral Health
Carolinas Health System

ADOLESCENT WORKING GROUP

Odell Cleveland

Chief Administrative Officer

Mount Zion Baptist Church of Greensboro,
Inc.

Stephanie Daniel, PhD

Professor

Department of Family and Community
Medicine

Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center

Cathy DeMason, RN, BSN

Director

Rockingham County Student Health Centers
336-623-9711 ext 2341

Sonia Eldridge, CI
Child Mental Health Provider Specialist
Smoky Mountain LME/MCO

Vern Eleazer, MS, LCAS, CSI
Clinical Director
Swain Recovery Center

Brenden Hargett
Child Welfare Program Manager
Guildford County DSS

Alice Hunt
Chief Operations Officer of Clinical
ServicesPrimary Health Choice Inc.

Billy Lassiter

Deputy Commissioner for Juvenile Justice
Division of Adult Correction and Juvenile
Justice, North Carolina Department of
Public Safety

Carson Ojamaa, LCSW
NC State Clinical Director
Family Preservation Services of NC, Inc.

Jemi Sneed
Project Director/RFJTC Court Assessor
Reclaiming Futures Forsyth County

Lisa Taylor, MEd

PBIS/PRC 29 Consultant

North Carolina Department of Public
Instruction



Noel Thomas-Lester
Systems of Care Coordinator
Cardinal Innovations

Dianne Walker, MA
Executive Director
Set Up Ministries, Inc.
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Chris Townsend
Lead Clinician
NC A&T Behavioral Health and Wellness

Kim Young, Psy D

Executive Director

Southern Piedmont Division, Alexander
Youth Network

CROSS-CUTTING WORKING GROUP

Leigh Atherton, PhD, LCAS, LPC, CCS
Clinical Assistant Professor
East Carolina University

Grant Baldwin, MSW, LCAS-A
Integrated Behavioral Health Program
Manager

Carolina Family Health Centers, Inc.

Bert Bennett, MD

Division of Medical Assistance,
North Carolina Department

of Health and Human Services

Brandy Bynum, MPA

Associate Director of Rural Forward
A Program of the NC Foundation
for Advanced Health Programs

Andrew Clendenin, MSW
Behavioral Health Program Manager
Community Care of the Sandbhills

Representative Beverly Earle
North Carolina General Assembly

Glenn Field, MA

Community Development Specialist 11
Office of Rural Health & Community Care,
North Carolina Department of Health

and Human Services

Elizabeth Flemming, LCSW, MAHEC
Continuing Education Planner and
Integrated Care Chronic Pain Director

Brian Harris, MHA
CEO
Rural Health Group

Mary Hooper, ACSW
Executive Director
NC Council of Community Programs

Trish Hussey, MA
CEOQO & Executive Director
Freedom House Recoverty Center

Eva Meekins, RN, MN,
Director, ADN Program
Robeson Community College Nursing



Beth Melcher, PhD

Chief of Program Development and
Evaluation

Alliance Behavioral Health Care

Marilyn Pearson, MD

Health Director

Johnston County Health Department
517 N. Brightleaf Blvd.

Thomas Penders, MD
Associate Professor
Department of Psychiatry
and Behavioral Medicine
Brody School of Medicine

Theodore Pikoulas, PharmD, BCPP
Associate Director of Behavioral
Health Pharmacy Programs
Community Care of North Carolina
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Sy Saeed, MD, MS, FACPsych
Professor and Chairman
Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral

Medicine, Brody School of Medicine at East

Carolina University

Luke Smith, MD
Psychiatrist & Executive Director
El Futuro

Chad Stevens, MD
Medical Director
Center Point

Bert Wood, M Div
President & CEO
Insight Human Services, Inc.

OLDER ADULTS WORKING GROUP

Kenny Burrow, MS
Representative

North Carolina Association,
Long Term Care Facilities

Anthony Caprio, MD
Physician

Department of Family Medicine
Carolinas Medical Center

Mary Edwards, MA
Consumer Affairs Program Manager
Division of Aging and Adult Services

Tana Hartman Thorn
Volunteer- Senior Leader
Project EngAGE

Jessica Herrmann, MA
Director of Provider Relations
Governor's Institute

Rebecca H. Hunter, M.Ed.

Research Associate

Center for Health Promotion and Disease
Prevention

University of North Carolina

Sheila Hutchinson, LCLC
Health Promotion Coordinator
Piedmont Triad Regional Council

Dawn Lillard, RN, BSN
Registered Nurse/Team Leader
Therapeutic Alternatives



Brandy Lineberger, RN, CDP
Geriatric/Adult Mental Health Specialty
Team

Partners Behavioral Health Management

Adrienne Mims, MD, MPH, FAAFP,
AGSF

Vice President, Chief Medical Officer
Alliant Quality

Paul Nagy, LCAS, LPC, MS

Assistant Professor

Duke Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences
Duke University Medical Center
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Karen Oldham

Executive Director

VOANS Senior CommuUnity Care of North
Carolina, Inc.

Mary Lynn Piven, PhD, PMHCNS/NP-
BC

Clincial Associate Professor

UNC School of Nursing

UNC Chapel Hill

Gina Upchurch, RPh, MPH
Founder and Executive Director
Senior PharmAssist

STEERING COMMITTEE

Jehan Benton-Clark, MSW
Senior Program Officer
Kate B. Reynolds Charitable Trust

Eric Christian, MAEd, LPC, NCC
Manager of Behavioral Health Integration
Community Care of Western North Carolina

Sonja Frison, PhD, MPH, HSP-P
Juvenile Justice Initiatives Director

Center for Youth, Family, and Community
Partnerships, University of North Carolina at
Greensboro

Cathy Hudgins, PhD, LMFT, LPC
Director
Center of Excellence for Integrated Care

Ellen Schneider, MBA

Associate Director of Operations and
Communications

Center for Health Promotion and Disease
Prevention, University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill

Starleen Scott Robbins, LCSW
Addictions & Management Operations
Section Division of Mental Health,
Developmental Disabilities and Substance
Abuse Services, North Carolina Department
of Health and Human Services

Flo Stein, MPH

Deputy Director

Division of Mental Health, Developmental
Disabilities and Substance Abuse Services
North Carolina Department of Health and
Human Services



